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"The filmist becomes not a translator ... but a new author in his own right. What he adapts is a
kind of paraphrase of the novel... viewed as raw material ... not ... the organic novel."
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“Disney’s position in the field of the entertainment film based upon children’s literature is unique
in many ways.... . And while his settings depended upon the author, the scene rarely maintained
its original cultural and geographic heritage. ... that has continuously raised the ire of
professionals in the field of children’s literature” °
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Jay, 1977,p. 824
May, 1981, p. 463 °
Michelsen, 2009, p. 4 &
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... animation ...: “...is the most complete art form ... It mixes painting, drawing, compaositing,
sculpture, 3D modeling, storytelling, music, acting — all together in one form.”®
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Inspiration for the storyline came from regional folk tales, and in particular, a north German
tale called The Musicians of Bremen. The script was written by the students, who have
updated the story to incorporate elements of the history, culture, music and language from
both places while adding their own creative style to the animation. The final project is titled
The Young Musicians of CuxAire.

[...] This is a fantastic way to teach the students about the language, culture and history of a
different country...”
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IMDB: Alberto Mielgo, Sinbad: Legend of the Seven Seas (2003), Dragon Hill. La colina del dragén (2002) and Harry Potter ’
and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 (2010)
Driver. 2016: http://create.adobe.com/2016/2/8/how _to animate a poem alberto_mielgo s gentrification .html &

Bunting (2013): https://www.toonboom.com/community/success-stories/david-bunting °
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Animated Poem, Cartoon Poem, Digital Poem, Kinematic Poem, Motion Poem, Moving
Poem, Poem in Motion, Video Poem
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The tree stands by the road all bent over. // All the birds have flown away.
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The tree is left alone, before the storm.
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“Listen Mother. Don’t try and stop me, for ’'m gonna become a bird.”
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“I will sit on the tree and sing it to sleep.”
“l will console it all winter-long with a beautiful melody.”
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My mother weeps. // “No!” she says, “You could die on me, in that tree.”
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“Mother, your tears spoil your beautiful eyes” // “Before you know it, I'll become a bird.”
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“Child, my crown, for God’s sake, put on a scarf or you’ll catch cold.”
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“Put on your galoshes, it’s a bitter winter.” // “And take your fur hat.”

“Oh, woe is me.”
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“And put on your winter undershirt, you block-head”

“or you'll be a guest among the dead.”
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I lift my wings. It’s hard for me.
My mother has put too many clothes on her little bird, her weak one.
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The tree stands by the road, all bent over. // All its birds have flown away.
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Don't look up enviously,
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here, on all paths,
ady to give you a hand.
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She runs away with the friend!
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She can wash and cook for both of us:
you on the Sabbath, me during the week.
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| get gornischt.
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That's what | want
on my hamburger !
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Abstract

Since 1979, the Yiddish word has found a new form of expression —in animated film. Traditionaly,
Jewish folklore in the Yiddish language was passed on from generation to generation as oral stories,
jokes, anecdotes, and song. In time and in parallel — in its raw form or as new literary works and
creations, other mediums were adopted and adapted, including literary written works, songs with

musical notation, theater pieces — and more recently cinema.

This Masters’ thesis work is primarily a catalog celebrating 40 years of creative film animation
adaptations of existing songs and stories from the folklore and literature, songs, poetry, and legend — as
well as new story creations. The animated films contain amalgams of various literary genres that
include, jokes, folklore, adaptations of literary works by the best of the Yiddish and Hebrew prose

writers and poets — as well as creative use of Yiddish for educational and even commercial purposes.

As a cinematographic art form, the (mostly) very short films of 1 to 17 minutes, represent works by both
amateurs and professionals, beginners and advanced film makers — using both tradional and

computerized film animation techniques — as well as advanced and avant-garde electronic mediums.
The catalog is divided into several categories:

e ‘Real’ Yiddish animations (spoken and/or sung entirely or mostly in Yiddish) = 36 films.

e ‘Potential’ Yiddish animations that are based on Yiddish or Ashkenazic Jewish sources (but they
are not spoken or sung in Yiddish — but can be easily redubbed) = 13 films.

e Animations with a ‘special’ Yiddish charm (non-Yiddish animations with Yiddish dubbing) — there
are 7 known films, and between 20 and 37 (and possibly more) that are continuously being
added to in Sweden, according to a state law for preserving and disseminating minority
languages.

e Incomplete and potential new films based on story boards or early film tests - 9 items.

In addition, there is a chapter of almost 50 pages concerned with an in-depth analysis and comparison of
two different films created in two distinct periods (and continents) and with different perspectives — as

animated adaptations of the same popular Yiddish song “Oyfn veg shteyt a boym” by poet Itsik Manger.

This catalogue is the first of its kind and breadth.
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