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Research Abstract

This thesis examines the various stages, themes, and poetic forms in the work of Yiddish
modernist poet Malka Locker between 1931 and 1947. The first chapter is dedicated to her
first poetry book—"Velt un Mentch" ("World and Man," 1931)—and mainly discuss the
influence of French symbolism on her early work, namely the way it shaped the thematic
relationship between the poet's self and "the world." Locker attempts in her first book of
poetry to echo the symbolist poetics of Arthur Rimbaud, Charles Baudelaire, and Paul
Verlaine and translate them to a Yiddish audience. The second chapter of my work deals
with another dimension of French poetry's influence upon Locker, as it manifested in her
That book, as | will discuss, articulates the influence .third poetry book, "Shtet" ("Cities," 1942)
of the Baudelairian flaneur (the wanderer) on Locker's poetic character as well as on the
characteristics of the urban landscape in her "big city poetry." After demonstrating

the flaneur's impact on Locker, | will show her own unique contribution to

literary flaneurism by discussing the female and Jewish perspectives she offers to that
character and landscape. The text | will use in this chapter is the poem cycle "Paris." While
the first half of the second chapter somewhat continues the discussion of the first—by
exhibiting another way French poetry influenced Locker—the second half will shift its focus
from the "imaginary urban landscape" she created to discuss the "realistic landscape" of
Paris under the Nazi occupation. This theme corresponds with the final chapter of the work,
which deals with Locker's fourth book of poetry, "Di Velt Iz un a Ither" ("The World without a
Guard," 1947). In that book, written during the Second World War, Locker broke away from
the influence of the poets that helped shape her early work and shifted toward avant-garde
poetry. This chapter claims that the collage style of the book corresponds with its main
theme—"the missing man." In that sense, Locker's poetry is a prime example of the close
relationship between form and content in Yiddish modernist poetry in the first half of the

20™ century. The themes that constructed her early work—the relationship between the lyrical "I,"
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the urban space, and the world—ended when she detached herself from the 19" century style and

started using 20™ century collage-like tools to reflect on a world in the midst of total war and chaos.
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