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6 David Stern, (ed.), The Anthology in Jewish Literature, p. 3; idem: Israel Bartal, “The Ingathering of Traditions:
Zionism’s Anthology Projects,” pp. 244-258; Israel Bartal and Ilana Goldberg, "The Pinkas From Communal Archive
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9 Cecile Esther Kuznitz, YIVO and the Making of Jewish Modern Culture. (New York: Cambridge, 2014), pp. 112—
140.
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15 David E. Fishman, The Rise of Modern Yiddish Culture.(Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2005).
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of the Century. (Stanford University Press, 2006).
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21 Cecile Kuznitz, YIVO and the Making of Modern Jewish Culture. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2014),
p. 5.
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25 Nancy Sinkoff, From Left to Right: Lucy S. Dawidowicz, the New York Intellectuals, and the Politics of Jewish
History. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2020. (Part 2.2.: The Man and Women of the YIVO).

%6 |bid., Part 2.2.

27 Theodore R. Weeks, "Jews and Others in Vilna-Wilno-Vilnius: Invisible Neighbors, 1831-1948," in Shatterzone of
Empires, edited by Omer Bartov and Eric D. Weitz, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2013.
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28 EBzra Mendelsohn, The Jews of East Central Europe between the World Wars. (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1983), p. 22.
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.1980 ,y0IMIN PR NN

,LIYOYOININ P MNNDITOIYN YTH WINY NDNP IWYIT N I DINID IWIOYNUNPOHNONND & — 57 305 oman 3!
.1994
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34 David N. Myers, Resisting History: Historicism and Its Discontents in German-Jewish Thought. Princeton and
Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2003. Jonathan Frankel, “Assimilation and the Jews in Nineteenth-Century
Europe: Towards a New Historiography?” in Jonathan Frankel and Steven J. Zipperstein (eds.), Assimilation and
Community: The Jews in Nineteenth-Century Europe (Cambridge, New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp.
7-9.
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38 Michael Brenner, Prophets of the Past: Interpreters of Jewish History, (translation Steven Rendall), Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2010, pp. 9-10.

POMN-12 YD IMIOD S DIAN YN PITHN-DDID YPYA HSNHNS DI9NPNVDIN NN 1NN ANV o Nwn P
L(2010) TMINNDD 12PN NNNIN

40 Simon Dubnow, Pis’ma o starom i novom evreystvie (1897-1907), Russian Edition. (University of Michigan
Library). Simon Dubnow. Nationalism and History: Essays On Old and New Judaism, translated by Koppel S. Pinson.
(Cleveland, New York: Meridian Books, 1961).
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11937 ;AN 9N 2T PN DANAN : 1PI2YY DHAN ,NWTHM 1IN MITN 9Y DXAN10 2027 PYHY

See also Jonathan Frankel, Prophecy and Politics. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981), p. 278-286;
Between Tradition and Modernity: Haim Zhitlovsky, Simon Dubnow, Ahad Ha-am, and the Shaping of Modern
Jewish Identity. (New York, London: Holmes & Meyer, 1996); Joshua A. Fishman, Yiddish: Turning to Life. (John
Benjamins Publishing Company, Amsterdam/Philadelphia, 1991), pp. 233-255.
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3 T2 (T9Y) YD1 KNI ,PIAD1N IR DY 119D NITO ,1PMTY ¥ NN 28y POYYA LINIY? Y0P ,(TY) 199p qor B
NN NP2 W ;16—9 DY 77901 NN 7900 NN 7PN NN : NYTNN DY TN PDINVINGDY D02 DNIY  NYTNN NN
;2004 ,095WY1 ,7TW 1991 1599 ,372-351 My ,7D9IYN MNNIN SNY PA PYIA TPTINPT TPHDINVIND DY : DT DOWIN ,NPON
PPPINDA NIN7Y QY7 2 12) PP - TIN I NPOIND ,POPITINININ ,NYIWN : NN NI NITIND MIANN” 5072 ORI
NVYDINN 18811772 : NN NI PN :/DIND”Y NNINM DV HNRIY ;29—17 /DY 17DWN T2 DY , 1IN DN, N¥NN*N

L270WN ,NNVXIAN TIVN ,MITIVND
Israel Bartal, “The Ingathering of Traditions: Zionism’s Anthology Projects,” in David Stern (ed.), The Anthology in
Jewish Literature; Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities. Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism,

Verso: London—New York, 1983, 1991, 2006.
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47 philip Friedman, “Polish Jewish Historiography between the Two Wars (1918-1939),” in Jewish Social Studies, Vol.
11, No. 4 (Oct., 1949), Indiana University Press, pp. 373-408.
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“8 David E. Fishman, The Rise of Modern Yiddish Culture. (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2005); Cecile
Esther Kuznitz, YIVO and the Making of Modern Jewish Culture: Scholarship for the Yiddish Nation.

4 David E. Fishman, The Rise of Modern Yiddish Culture, Andrew Noble Koss, World War | and the Remaking of
Jewish Vilna, 1914-1918 (Doctoral dissertation, Stanford University, 2010), Natalia Aleksiun, Conscious History:
Polish Jewish Historians Before the Holocaust, (The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization in association with
Liverpool University Press, 2021), 9921 ,0p011 M.
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306.

29



O2YN NNNDN 74 TPMAINTININD PNMLVIN TAD DY YIN T0YN DDID NOID VY2 MVINITTININD
15NN 200,007 797 MAVIN 990N ,N1IDM NMDIVIIN DY 125912 NOTNA ODPITI NPWH NN NNYNIN
DODIVIIND YW 220NN WITIN MINVN WIONN NIRXIND 1917 9320VI02 925 139,000005 NNNNN
DYTINPN 29P2 NMNNN ODNK VIV 129 DY 1917 MY NMNI L1915 MV 1D SNLYD NPMIPHN
INNYNA NYOYN MNAD ININ DTN N ,NNYRIN DIIWN NNNDN 29510 NOPNN NN IRNWNA
DMYNRIN NN MINN YIDIN NPNA MM DPNN MITIN DY TN 75.1913-1911 DIV DNNID
D92 1ON INNRD (1918 ,1916 ,M5M) TV NN NIV 77N QORND’A NNYRID 1OND WITHI WY
£19N2) YPOTNION APY> PPOND HP1N HY MNIDN 9D (1922 ,1352) 1317 Ya2T NV DY 1OMINN

LN21072X :19ND) YOINNNKRIAN WM OPOTIM

NONO .NYP NMMIOX NYONMND THITININ IPDIVIINRD MAD NNYNRIN ONYN NNNDN INKRD D)

DONYN PN NDINIAN YN DY PIINIOTD DMIININDD DYDY 1919 59N2 DIMY 099N PION
7HDDTIN APY .DOWP W1 IPII INTNN DITIN DWW INNI 1DYNNAY YN YTIND THI MITON DN
29P2 DIXDY TN ,0MVIDNY DMINYN ,NYP NIMIONX DY NNPND 1919 519N 22-207D D> NN INNN
99D X777 ,1919 519K 2172 ,NON DOVPN TONNA .DOV»NDN DY NIV NNV DXTIVN DNV , 0> TN
NIPIN (M0 R :PND) (1878 T PPOWNYNYT PRNDPIINVR) IYONN X YDA VDIDVPNM W THN
NN 77O M0 DU NURIN VITPNY (0 DRINDY :1PND) Y DNV DY PMZMNI Mna
DPONA DN DTN LY THI MNITN MDY NMMYA NIANT NDYN 1DDP IV K DV INNIAPY
YA0F NDMYA TIAIYOINNY — DYTHN MNINID ITINPN JTIIRD NN NPXINY J0M) .NX DV 1D TNYN GOINI

.29 DNV NAYI PIINDND DNNPN L(1920 M) 119

;P N0 TT TIND IW0YoaNm) 719221915 : DYIIN YYIVIINSTYIOINYIPIYI 1T PN WM 19T INDNP SNy 74
.88 my IV PN XY .97—-67 133 (1994

75> Cemach Szabad, "Ruch naturalny ludnosci zydowskiej w Wilnie w cigguostatnich lat 18- tu (1911-1928)," Ksiega
pamigtkowa | Krajowego Zjazdu Lekarskiego "TOZ-u" (Warsaw: Naktadem Centralu Tozu, 1929), pp. 83-85.

(1926 9357, PPIYOP .2) ,JONY WHIUNAPN 2T PN /NI, DYNVY PN (OXDVISYTDMD) YPOTNIMN 2Py 1"'T 76
.62—43 7% (1994, 13, IT TIN ,IWOYIANN) ,#PINSIND PINT PN WO X 1N DIV WT7 ,PYONIDINTING N 77

30



DYMON DTN NVIPIA NYIYIN NNPYY PO YN XD DN MO T8 19192 MMM DYINN

PN D TYNDY DYDY DN PAY DXONA NP YIPY 1D DINIIRD DNNON DY»NN P2 O NPH THID
DYPYY PYNND N M OXN NIRYN 92 OMNX DHYM ,DXTININ 1N DY PND 2NN MIN9N J0WNN
ONZN INRD MM PTIMDMIY PN 1Y OVININ NYPN ANNN DY .DNDION DDV T8O DTN OMN
YONN NN NIANA WNN [ NPRNIVI SNLYWA MINN MNP NPT ,IVYNIN OIWN
SV WTNND NMNIRNM 132 OHNN MM NOONP N2y 1920-1919 DNIVYN TONNI .YV

787NN PMTOMN

M PIND WY 11922 MIVA PIOY RVYY DY NN DY NYNN MM YT MTNNA NWTINN NYPNN

DYTINY 1PN I2YNN NMPN XV ST’ HY Y0IN9N DNIDY DIANN NININ MNY NIMPN SNV 121N
19T NY DY D NI N 192270 HNN L, ANT NNIYY . NPDINDN DIINIMIIITANIIND 193 ) NN DY
TTINOVIND TPDART NPHYIVIND ,DIIIN YV SUINON DIANN .TPNNNYD PDI19T DONOWNN NDNNY
LN NN DY DYTND TOHININ NIANN DY NN OONN DY PY 19INDIWAVN 1NN PN
MTOM OYPY,TPNIIANTPNDNP NTIAY ,N1PNIIN MNYI 1PN, NYTN TPNIIN INDINLP HY DDINNY
UM Q90 ONA T8 DMIaY I9D YN ,0PNT 990 YN TN DPNIIN 79D N2 NWIND N1 DY DINNNN
NN NN NI IV NN IO DNIAN PISY 19D .MINK MINY NPIMIRND TXY DONNPN DITINN
PN AN NMARNTD TPNNDON 02N MNNDN SNV P2 TITINN MM DY IMIAINIONINION 2P0

919 DNTIN DMINPNVDN DXNNAIVPNVYN NON DT 72.7NMNOTRY NN DY 110D

N1 TN MY PYD MHIVIVI TPNIND™T PYN DN NN ,MIYRIN OV NNPNDN INRD
,DONVIOM 0NN ,NOY NPINKRMNAP SNV IPOYA TP MINMIND DYDY NNINI MIMINNNY

MY PIAND .TOMIAIND NNVIND DY NPVINN NN DY ,PY2 NVOVN DY J1PPI NNINNY PINNI)

78 Samuel Kassow, “Jewish Communal Politics in Transition: the Vilna Kehile, 1919 — 2020”. Yivo Annual,
Northwestern University Press, 1991, pp. 61-91.

,2IWOYOININ IMNNYRTOIYN YTHI WINS NDAP IWYITH N I DINID WIYNUNPONONND N — ¥ 305 Onan 7°
.1994

31



INND O VYN PYI MAINN PN DY PSDINKD DY NPPTH VIPIY WNNY DNINON PNXNI O1NON

.1939-1920 : P21 NOOY NNPN 95 TWNI NNNONN

71091 P M) 27 013 DI Y PR INT PN TIATYNINT IV 9PT PN Y20 PN A N
[mNDn 5v M KON XIN D G NIANN 19D XIN MIRIDINN GONNDN]

(1071393 ,1917 155992 ,7Y0AYNOVNIND YYIT ¥9),,)

NYNIN ODIYN HNNTNI 23NN YIZDN NAIPNA ©I1ON Min 1.2

(1916) ravynNt 999 1.2.1

SV 1NN TIN2 IRVIYINT ) DY DTN NI NNRD RN (17YIN-1916 MDN) PATYNINT 9915

NNIPN DR HINTP DPNIND MY 0.VOYW YN TIY NNY V7T MWD TNYD PN GONNN DY NYUNRIN TION
DOIH NN INNY 0NN GONNY IDDIN DN .IINKD T NNNDNN DY NPT MM N NN Tynd
SV TPIYNIN INIVN .OTINY 272 12 PIY ,qORNN DY DXINK DXIDMIN DY DN NPYIRN DPNPNIN NN)
YIDON M NYAD NN NIXINDY TPTIN MM DY DY-DPN N NN TYND NNMN TAYYNRNT 999
YOPNY MOLIYNN NIDONA INYI NYTN TINON NVIYW NN NONYNI DYPOWN DY PN 10 DWY .NnnYnm
0”29 ,NPNN NMNT DY 0NN MNP DX MIIND ,XIPN P92 H1NONNY 1VON NN MOOWN AR TY
192N2 THYNN OTHYN MONIVPHVLINN DNTIAY 222D ROVYD'T DOV DY DINT IN NI ,DINNN
D279 MY .PTRYN DD DY MMM TOTINPN 17NN MON NN INND TN PIAYYNRNT 9939 TN

,DOTN SY MYYS DY) MIFN XAVIN  NPHIMPRPIIDN MWD 95 SW D1NN PO NN DIIRNN

NNI9NY NVPIT ININ HDP 1891 MW NN WX IPIN , LD 1935 MM — 1864 ,MN ,(Taw :1PNY) TRaNY Ny %O
P10 1896 MWN .MYNA ¥YIP MYPNYN TIW YpNYN 1895 MV .NIID NPYI XY NN VIIVPIT AN 191 INND .NAPOINI
1920—-1919 DMWA PONNR DY OINRIDINN PIDN YR AW WNOY 1924 1Y .ANIDIN 2MIYJ NVININD JY 1PRIDINMD 172NN 2N
92N N 1930-1928 DMWY ,MIDN YWY THINVYN NNYIND 2N 7PN 1927-1919 DIV .TOTIIN NP TV URI 2wy N
SINANPY OW INDNNY INIMOY /NARPYY” PIIRD DY 1PIVDINA POWY 112N PINX NN INDND TIND .99 LNIDN
VHYY VDN RINPYY” DP9 (TIY) VOXRY NVN TINT ,7MNIDT TYOLYI /NANPY N DTN WT7 [ TNINY NNY
STNANY NNY T NN WP :0) IR .947—-903 MITY : 1INKDN DY MONMPNVINY ,601-574 MITINY ,1931  NAINDY OYOININP

SINT WMDY TN, NDINA TAY DY PN MITIAY DY MP9)I1Y2T 11937 ANV : YWINN ,0DNHD )X WHVARVIOM T

Yulian I. Rafes, Doctor Tsemakh Shabad: a great citizen of the Jewish diaspora, edited by Lisa Epstein and Steven
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186 Theodore R. Weeks, "Jews and Others in Vilna — Wilno — Vilnius: Invisible Neighbors 1831-1948", In Omer
Bartov and Eric D. Weitz (eds.), Shatterzone ofEmpires: Coexistence and Violencein the German, Habsburg, Russian,
and Ottoman Borderlands, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2013, p.93.
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MY XM PN MDY ININD TPOVITIVD DNMOIY JNODPNT .ARIWD 9D 1IN NN NHINN DY

"In Vilna of 1938 : 75 ,01y1 029N D»NNONN DTN NAY ,MSN NN NINON 19391938 ©>TION
the upholders of the Gaon’s tradition were embattled, even if they did not yet consider
themselves beleaguered. They knew that they were confronting powerful enemies in
secularism, Jewish nationalism, and radicalism. They saw that Jews were less concerned about
having a share in the world to come and preferred to reap their rewards in the present world.

187 still, the observant Jews remained a force to be reckoned with, in numbers and influence"
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187 Lucy Dawidowicz, From That Place and Time: A Memoir 1938—1947, New York: Bantam Books, 1989, p. 107.
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197,(1924 ,7139%) , 05000 NI8/)0YIND Y02 N, 039957 98319 HY/HINIONIY NN SPENVD 29D)

,OTIN-NPM2INN MYNIVDN 1902 DN DY ININD-17N PN NN NYONTHY ,NPYN DD D)
957N I8 DY WM NPV DOVIDIMNDIPN DO IM-NIN 02295991 Y0 NIIND IWIAN .TIT YN N
SV IMNNAND .ANNANNN TENDNT MDY THIMPHNN NPMAIN-27D NV PN MOMMN DIV YIND
WY IO DY WINN GRPNVONDY MDITINN INPY NIYIR WTHT NAY HY) DDOLDI T TINIINTDN
SY ONT 9 NN NI TOIRIDONND NPLINNNDDIPN D) .NINISND 9N NP MLDON NINNPN
MNNYN SNV PAY MDINA THINPYN MNN DY DXD90N TNR NIN ,DYTIND KON DIINN ,DMISPN
: ODWN
It (Wilno) was neither Polish nor not-Polish, neither Lithuanian nor not-Lithuanian, neither a

provincial nor a capital city, although it was provincial above all. And really, as | see it in

retrospect, Wilno was an oddity, a city of mixed-up, overlapping regions, like Trieste or

Czerniowce.'®

DOV ININDM YYINN ,PINYN IWPN NN RVIAD DINPD IWANY ONNININ DD ND9N) WY THN NOY
IN YT NNOY TININTIND NNAN .NNDIND-19N Y2 NIMPHRN NITINT NINDNN NN WITND MYIMNY
MNNoN SNV PAY NOPNA NIND NI ,TIVTINND TN MI0N DY 127NN MNN0N NN NMIaya

: 09N

L28-27 1TV 1952 PN DN PR ¥ Y1 197

198 Tomas Venclova, Winter Dialogue, Translated by Diana Senechal, Foreword by Joseph Brodsky, With a Dialogue
between the Author and Czeslaw Milosz, Evanston, lllinois: Northwestern University Press, 1999.
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While Hebraism seeks to maintain the distinctiveness of Jewish culture...Yiddishism, by
contrast, insists on intersections, interdependence, on the virtues of living within other
cultures...'®®
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199 Anita Norich, "Under Whose Sign? Hebraism and Yiddishism as Paradigms of Modem Jewish Literary History,"
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 23 October 2020:
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/pmla/article/abs/under-whose-sign-hebraism-and-yiddishism-as-
paradigms-of-modern-jewish-literary-history/415BCB2A6A79FA6A58FCDDC663473A8C (accessed on 19/1/2021).
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u ;;¥_E:ivojo. kad mosy Draugija
.N,Avaikq knygyng ir vaiky dar?elf,kurie negali nu-
traukti saso veikimg, todél maloniai praZome
leisti musy Draugijai veikti laikinai tol, kol
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gauti, nuolankiai prasome rong VirSiminkg paskirti mums kuratoriy.. _
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Pe, yra vienintelé visoje Lietuvoje.
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YIVO Digital Archive on Jewish Life in Poland, Record Group 3: Yiddish Language and
Literature, Records. “Vilner Tog” report about arrests of journalists, RG 3.2896.1.
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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to provide a study in greater depth about historical Jewish
literature and the cultural history of the Jews of Eastern Europe in modern times by
analyzing and examining the historiography of Vilna. This major Jewish community,
which enjoyed a unique status among the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe,
became a cultural center of modern Yiddish during the interwar period. The purpose of
this monograph is to examine the modern Jewish historiography of Vilna, which was
entitled “di naye historiografiye fun Vilne” (“the new historiography of Vilna”) and was
written in Yiddish. It began as an effort by Jewish intellectuals (who were not historians)
to write a chronicle of World War | as a commemorative heritage project. These first
historiographic works, which began to be written during the German occupation, served
as a model for an entire assortment of writings in the field of Yiddish education and
culture, some of which are dealt with in this paper.

My fundamental assertion in this work is that the modern zamlbikher (the
collections, registries, and compilations) written in Vilna during the interwar period and
based on a new Jewish national ideology were a historical source of the highest level
about the cultural history of the Jews of Vilna. They made an enormous contribution to
the creation and solidification of extensive and diverse Yiddish culture despite the
independent Polish government’s Polonization and cultural and political anti-Semitic
suppression of the Jews of Vilna during that time. In addition to being a historical source
about Vilna and its Jews, this literature, which was written during the time of the events

that it describes, served as an important platform in the creation of a new national
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culture by the Jewish minority, and was a means of constructing the modern urban
identity of Jewish Vilna.

In this research paper, | examine and analyze the new narratives in Yiddish,
some of which were individual writings and some of which were written by
organizations, as a totality of evidence of the unique phenomenon that took place in
Jewish culture — the phenomenon of the compilations, which, as this paper asserts, has
not been given the attention and study that it deserves. This work therefore discusses
the significance, contribution, and historical-cultural importance of thisYiddish literature.
It also examines the image of Jewish Vilna and the model of Jewish memory that was
created there by the heroes of modern Yiddish culture: Zemach Shabad, Moshe Shalit,
Zalman Reisen, Haykl Lunski, Moritz Grosman, Zalman Szyk, and Moses (Moshe)
Vorobeichic, as well as the major organizations that were active in Vilna before the
Holocaust. This paper presents a wide selection of examples of Jewish historical
writings in Eastern Europe before the Holocaust, compares the various methods of their
writing, and focuses on analyzing important case studies regarding the birth of the new
Yiddish culture that were published in Vilna between 1916 and 1939. An analysis of
these case studies amid a discussion of their political-cultural context is a major
component of this work. Findings from the historical Jewish press and sources that were
published before and after the Holocaust complete the work, showing the process of the
historical-scientific acceptance of the compilations discussed here.

As this paper shows, the new Jewish national-diasporic historiography of Vilna
was the antithesis of the writings of the historians who chronicled the history of this

Jewish community and the first historiographical writings of Vilna in Hebrew, which
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created a collective biography of representatives of the Enlightenment’s elite and of
religious figures. The modern narratives in Yiddish portrayed the old-new image of
Vilna, in which the glorious past of “Yerushalayim de-Lita” (the Jerusalem of Lithuania)
merged with Jewish Vilna’s modern character. Although these modern compilations
about Vilna and its Jews were not written by historians, they may still be seen as a
continuation of the historical work of Simon Dubnow. Their editors, driven by new
missions and motives, aspired to record the contemporary history of their city in the
modern Yiddish language and the processes of modernization and transformation of
Vilna’s Jewish society; construct a new Jewish identity and a modern, secular Yiddish
culture; and serve as a witness and memorial of the vigorous Jewish culture in the city
that was transformed, during the interwar period, from Yerushalayim de-Lita — the
Jerusalem of Lithuania — to Yerushalayim de-yidish — the Jerusalem of the Yiddish

language.?53

263 This expression of Vilna’s character during the interwar period, which is taken from the essay written
by Shlomo Bastomsky, the Jewish folklorist and educator of Vilna, entitled “Der yidish-veltlekher shulvezn
in Vilne” (Vilner almanakh, 1939), appears in the title of my article “Vilna — Yerushalayim de-yidish un ire
shomrim” (“Vilna, the Jerusalem of Yiddish, and Those Who Guarded It”), (“Forverts”, May 15, 2019).
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